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VIOIATIONS REVEALED IN ACTIVITIES OF
SOVIET STAMP COLLECTORS

[Following is a translation of an article by

A. Andriyevich entitled "That's Not the One"

in the Russisn-language newspaper Sovetskays

Belorussis (Soviet Belorussia), Minsk, 3 June
196, page

3./

This old Russian sgying unwittingly comes to mind when one sees
what good human enthuslasm sometimes becomes.

The Central Book Store in Minsk. Near the cash registers, at the
counters, close to the stands, and in the corners groups of youths cluster
in the coumpany of people who ere far from school age. With a mysterious
air they show something to each other, examine something, and talk with
animation. And here and there is heard the ring of coins, the rustling
of papers.

What kind of strange underground buying and selling is going on
here, in the vicinity of the books?

Iet us look more closely. A tall fellow about 20 years old is
standing there at the showcase with publicastions on atheistic topics. In
front of him, evidently, is & third-grade student. In the hands of each
one are opened tablets. What is in them? Stamps. Ordinsry postage
stamps. Everything is cleer. Stemp collectors!

But are they stamp collectors? Hear how ardently the adult tries
to persuade the youth to buy a stamp from him.

The youth, obviously confused by the price, tries to refuse it, say-
ing that he thinks it should be chesgper.

"Take it while you cean," the 20-year old rudely interrupts.

There is & smell of trickery here. Someone decided to make &
living by speculeting on the human inclination for collecting. Obviously
heating up passions, such businessmen sell ordinary postage stamps at an
exorbitant price without a twinge of conscilence. They defrasud stsmp
collectors who trust them. This is how & noble venture becomes debased.

People have many interesting and sometimes rare passions. Some
collecet unique coins, others collect post cards, and still others collect
mateh boxes. All these are collected persistently, over a long pericd of
time. As g result, valuable collections sppear. Properly collected,
they are of some interegt. Our youth end children are becoming attracted
to collecting aslong with elderly persons.

Postage stemps in particular can be collected now. Those who fol-
low this useful and interesting practice are called philastelists. Com-
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they help to learn wuch which is new and interesting not only from life
in the Soviet Union but from many other countries of the world, from all
coutinents of the earth.

The number of stamp collectors is increasing each year. Special
stamp~collecting societies, clubs, and circles are even being created.
They asre helping the novices greatly with methodical sdvice and practi-
cal deeds. People of various professions and ages gather together and
talk with one another agbout the stamps, their new series, and new postal
blocks gnd catalogues.

Certain people try to use this enthusiasm for thelr narrow-minded,
speculation purposes. Youths and school children very often become the
victims of their dirty inelinstions.

The spirit of grabbing, engendered by the unhealthy process of buy-
ing and selling, penetrates and contaminates the young souls.

Unfortunately, adults who sre sometimes grey with age serve as a
bad example for the children. They set up their own "second-hand mer-
kets" which are visited by the new stamp collectors. An honest ex-
change of the necessary stamps is often subordinated here to the prin-
eiple of "who will snstch from whom."

Moreover, such businessmen from the philetely do not limit them-
selves to ordinary exchange. Their scope is broasder. They stuff en-
velopes with scores and hundreds of Soviet postage stamps and they then
send them to various countries of the world. They thereby grossly vio-
late our customs laws and postal regulations and cause a cerbtain loss
to our country.

Here are the facts. Violating the existing postal procedures, the
Minsk stamp collector I. Drapkin continued to send abroed stamps of the
Soviet Union even after a talk with official customs representatives.

He did not heed their good advice. And he was s member of the city club
of philatelists.

The Drapkin case leads to sad thoughts. Apparently the Minsk city
club of collectors is doing little to elarify broadly to philatelists
the regulations for exchange or to protect the true enthusiasts from the
businessmen and rascals who are working in their field. The pernicious
consequences of engaging in the contraband speculation in stamps on the
part of Citizen K. Eysmontas did not serve as a warning for them. The
court which was convened in Vil'nmyus and sbout which our press has re-
ported sentenced this "philatelist" to confinement.

Tt is no secret that the Soviet postage stamps are the best in the
world. There is a grest demand for them abroad. Certain "philatelists"
from foreign countries have taken advantage of this fact. Coming to
the Soviet Union for various business, they acquire large amounts of
USSR postage stamps and try to teke them back scross the border. Of
course! An outstanding business cen be done with them.
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Our enemies seek any means of weakening the sociglist camp econom-
ieally and politileally. For this they are using such seemingly harmless
channels as philstely. With the help of philatelic ties, our ideological
enemies sre trying to activate correspondence with Soviet people and to
secure addresses for them. They spparently feel that along with the
stamps and letters they will succeed in sowing anti-Soviet seeds and
dropping them in the souls of our people. Thus, Mr. Short, a menber of
the US House of Representatives, in calling for issuance in the US of an
enniversary Shevchenko stamp, mainteined that its issuance in the same
series with s stemp on which is portrayed the not unknown Finnish Marshal
Mennerheim would undoubtedly serve the "cold war." In his opinion, all
this would be an "importent foreign policy step in the battles of the
cold war for the souls and hearts of the peoples.”

The sttempt to use philstely ae a means in the "cold war" must be
detected. We must protect the true philatelists from the pernicilous
influence of bourgeois ideology and from various types of businessmen
snd rascals.

It is time to analyze seriously the work of the clubs of collectors
which have opened both under the Palace of Culture of Trade Unions and
under the Palsce of Pioneers. Even in the Public Education Department
of the Minsk City Executive Committee they do not know why certain school
children avold sttending circles of philatelists of the Palace of Pio-
neers but prefer to leave their lessons and trade in stamps at the Cen-
tral Book Store. F. A. Fel'dberg, head of a circle under the Palace of
Pioneers, complains that the city club does not help in the work of the
circle and that experienced philgtelists come as guests of the children
only to exchange thelr stemps in a profitable way.

In short, the philatelists have many unresolved problems. They
need firm help. We must resolutely oppose spontanelty in such a fascinat-
ing work as stamp collecting, and we must oppose businessmen from the
philately. In this way, we will protect the interests of honest philat-
elists and we will close the road to acquisition and commerce.
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